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 Ministerial media statement 

 Download Executive summary of report, Regional Study on Potential CO2 Geosequestration in 
the Collie Basin and Perth Basin of Western Australia (1.7 MB pdf) 

 Download the report, Regional Study on Potential CO2 Geosequestration in the Collie Basin and 
Perth Basin of Western Australia (11.2 MB pdf) 

 

Workshop to develop consistent storage-capacity methodologies 

A three-day workshop was conducted by CO2CRC in early July to help develop 
methodologies for the characterisation of carbon dioxide storage sites and determining storage 
capacity. The workshop reviewed existing schemes and addressed where it was necessary to 
adapt them to suit the need of developing a consistent and readily useable methodology to 
deliver the basis for bankable storage projects in an economical, credible, and timely fashion 
throughout Australia, New Zealand, and beyond.  

The 40 people who attended the first day included a range of stakeholders, with scene-setting 
presentations from invited experts who outlined storage schemes or relevant resource 
assessment methodologies in use or proposed. Presenters included experts from CSIRO, 
Geoscience Australia, FrogTech, NSW Geological Survey, Queensland Geological Survey, 
Victorian Department of Primary Industries, Stanwell, and Geological and Nuclear Sciences Ltd 
from New Zealand. 

Breakout sessions identified key questions, gaps and uncertainties to be addressed by 
CO2CRC researchers in the following two days. Separate breakout sessions focused on scales 
of characterisation and data needs in saline aquifers and depleted fields, coal systems and low-
permeability reservoirs, as well as decision-making processes for site selection. 

Over the following two days a smaller group of 19 CO2CRC researchers met to incorporate 
the outcomes of the stakeholder workshop and turn them into a scheme that CO2CRC 
researchers and others could apply on a consistent basis, using the United States Department 
of Energy and Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum system as platforms.  The draft scheme 
will be presented to stakeholders in September. 

 

Monitoring leader joins BP Alternative Energy 

The leader of Monitoring and Verification in CO2CRC, Kevin Dodds, has accepted a position 
as Global Team Leader for Monitoring and Verification within BP Alternative Energy’s Carbon 
Capture and Storage Group. Kevin has contributed to CO2CRC (and its predecessor CRC) 
for the past eight years. He has worked in CSIRO Petroleum for nine years and has strong 
links with Curtin University Geophysics Group, but in CO2CRC has focused on his leadership 
of CO2CRC’s Monitoring and Verification activities.  

 

http://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/media/media.nsf/0c079b992e7e607a48256a5a0016e16b/ce820f29bb9f1196c825731000089acd?OpenDocument
http://www.doir.wa.gov.au/documents/businessandindustry/Exec_Sum_geo_SW.pdf
http://www.co2crc.com.au/PUBFILES/GEN0607/CollieBasin%20Report_web.pdf
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NSW coal industry pledges funding 

The NSW coal industry has pledged $400 million over 10 years to support clean coal 
demonstration projects. Australian Coal Association chief executive Mark O'Neill announced 
the investment as part of a $1 billion fund to be raised nationally over 10 years through a 
voluntary levy of 20 cents a tonne.  

 AAP article through The Age  
 Australian Coal Association media statement 

 

Treaty changed to allow under-sea geosequestration 

European nations have amended a maritime treaty to permit geological sequestration of 
greenhouse gases beneath the north-east Atlantic. Governments changed the 1992 OSPAR 
Convention so that a ban on "dumping" at sea will not apply to geologically sequestered 
greenhouse gases. The OSPAR Commission also legally ruled out placement of carbon dioxide 
into the water column of the sea and on the seabed, because of the potential negative effects 
of carbon dioxide on the marine environment. 

 Reuters article through Planet Ark  
 OSPAR Commission media statement 

 

Public support ‘critical to energy security’  

Technologies to Reduce or Capture and Store Carbon Dioxide Emissions, a report from the National 
Coal Council in the United States, says that public and private support for technologies to 
reduce or capture and store carbon dioxide is critical to the United States energy 
independence and energy security interests.  The study recommends efficiency upgrades at 
existing plants, development of new, higher-efficiency supercritical, ultrasupercritical and 
integrated gasification combined cycle plants, and development of promising carbon capture 
and sequestration technologies. It calls on significant additional private-public partnerships to 
accelerate the commercialisation of these technologies. 

 National Coal Council media statement 
 Download the report Technologies to Reduce or Capture and Store Carbon Dioxide Emissions 

 

CCS ‘essential to European goals’ 

Carbon capture and storage is essential if the European Union is to achieve its climate goals, 
EU Energy Commissioner Andris Pieblags said as he visited the North Sea's Sleipner field, 
where carbon sequestration has been taking place for over 10 years. 

 Statoil statement through Oilvoice  

 

http://www.theage.com.au/news/Business/Coal-industry-to-invest-in-clean-coal/2007/06/27/1182623971442.html
http://www.australiancoal.com.au/Pubs/NSW%20Coal%2021%20Fund%20Announcement%2027%20June%202007.pdf
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/42868/newsDate/29-Jun-2007/story.htm
http://www.ospar.org/eng/doc/Press Statement 2007 real.doc
http://sev.prnewswire.com/oil-energy/20070614/AQTH14214062007-1.html
http://www.nationalcoalcouncil.org/Documents/JUNE25EXECSUMMARY.pdf
http://www.oilvoice.com/EU_Energy_Commissioner_Reviews_Carbon_Capture_on_Visit_to_Sl/9967.htm
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AP6 fossil energy meeting 

CO2CRC Technical and International Projects manager Dr Dennis Van Puyvelde represented 
the CRC at recent meetings in Beijing, China, of the Fossil Energy and Cement Task Forces of 
the Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate, and the Australia-China Joint 
Co-operation Group on Clean Coal Technology, announced by Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao in January 2007. The Joint Co-operation Group is to 
produce a stocktake of relevant clean coal technology in both countries. Australia has 
produced its stocktake but China’s has not yet been completed. CO2CRC already has a 
number of collaborative activities underway with China and the AP6 community.   

 

Test of new capture process 
E.ON will test a new process in Sweden which can be used to remove up to 90 per cent of the 
carbon dioxide from power-plant flue gases. The method is currently being developed by 
Alstom, the power generation specialist. E.ON and Alstom have now agreed to continue 
developing the technology at E.ON’s power plant at Karlshamn to a stage where it can be used 
in the actual environment of a power plant. The pilot plant at Karlshamn is to start trial 
operation in early 2008. 

 Energy Business article 
 Energy Publisher article  
 E.ON media statement through Oil Voice  
 Alstom media statement  

 

Locking carbon dioxide into calcium carbonate 
A novel method to capture carbon dioxide in power plant exhaust by using two waste 
products and without harming the environment has been undergoing research at New Mexico 
Tech. The process Materials and Metallurgical Engineering Professor Gillian Bond and her 
students are working on locks carbon dioxide into solid calcium carbonate, which can be 
disposed of in landfills and have productive uses. 

 El Defensor Chieftain article 

 

Test of ammonia technology 

Alstom has signed a joint development contract with Norwegian gas and oil company Statoil, 
to test Alstom’s chilled ammonia technology for carbon dioxide capture from flue gases 
particular to natural gas combined cycle power plants. The objective of the agreement covers 
the design and construction of a 40MW test and product validation facility at Statoil’s 
Mongstad refinery in Norway, which is to be designed to capture at least 80,000 tons per year 
of carbon dioxide from flue gases from the refinery’s cracker unit or from a new combined 
heat and power plant being built by Statoil and scheduled to be in operation by 2010.  

http://www.energy-business-review.com/article_news.asp?guid=24B1BB78-DAB0-4937-9BD8-56D1CAF040BF
http://www.energypublisher.com/article.asp?id=10036
http://www.oilvoice.com/EON_to_Build_Pilot_Plant_for_CO2_Capture/9948.htm
http://www.power.alstom.com/pr_power/2007/june/31817.EN.php?languageId=EN&dir=/pr_power/2007/june/&idRubriqueCourante=3981
http://www.dchieftain.com/news/72543-07-03-07.html
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The test and product validation facility is expected to enter operation by 2009-2010 with the 
first operation and testing phase to last 12-18 months. 

 Alstom media statement  

 

Feasibility study launched 

Masdar, an initiative by the Abu Dhabi Government to promote advanced energy and 
sustainability, has launched a feasibility study for carbon capture and storage for enhanced oil 
recovery in Abu Dhabi. The study is the first step in an initiative to develop a country-wide 
CCS network. 

 Masdar media statement  

 

Invitation to help develop standards 

Det Norske Veritas is inviting international industry leaders and key stakeholders to join three 
joint industry projects to develop international standards, methodologies, and guidelines for 
carbon dioxide capture, transport and geological storage. These are intended to form the basis 
for industrial agreements, become valuable input to implementation of national requirements 
and speed CCS project development, decision processes and ongoing regulatory development, 
both in Europe and worldwide. 

 Det Norske Veritas media statement  

 

Request for proposals to evaluate technologies 

Basin Electric Power Cooperative has issued a request for proposals for a demonstration 
project that will evaluate various types of carbon dioxide removal technologies in an effort to 
determine which one or ones might be technologically and economically feasible. The 
demonstration is to take place at Basin Electric’s Antelope Valley Station near Beulah, North 
Dakota, United States of America. Submissions must be lodged by 1 September 2007.  

 Request for proposals  

 

CO2CRC Board meets in New Zealand 

The Board of CO2CRC has met in New Zealand for the first time, allowing Board members to 
take the opportunity to meet key people in government and industry in New Zealand and inspect power 
generation plants and an exploration and drilling site. 

Board members toured Genesis Energy’s coal and gas-fired steam power station and its new combined 
cycle gas turbine plant at Huntly, They also visited Solid Energy’s coal bed methane exploration and drilling 

http://www.power.alstom.com/pr_power/2007/june/31816.EN.php?languageId=EN&dir=/pr_power/2007/june/&idRubriqueCourante=3981
http://www.masdaruae.com/text/news-d.aspx?_id=25
http://www.dnv.com/press/dnvinvitesoilgasindustrytodevelopstandardsCO2.asp
http://www.basinelectric.com/Commerce/WhatWeBuy/c02_capture_rfp.html
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site, CRL Energy’s hydrogen from coal gasifier facility, undertook a field trip to Wairakei Research Station 
and inspected the geothermal drilling rig at the Wairakei Steam Field. During their time in New Zealand 
Board members met the Minister for Energy and Minister Responsible for Climate Change Issues Mr David 
Parker, senior executives of the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Ministry for Economic 
Development, and the Chief Executives of Solid Energy, Genesis Energy, and the Foundation for Research, 
Science and Technology. 

 

Carbon dioxide for EOR ‘not commercially viable’ 

Evaluation has shown that use of carbon dioxide for enhanced oil recovery at the Draugen field 
in Norway is technically feasible but not commercially viable, with the extra oil volumes 
recoverable too low to justify the necessary investments, Statoil has announced. Statoil said it 
and Shell would complete the work on the Draugen enhanced oil recovery study and 
document results and the considerable knowledge acquired. 

 Statoil media statement  

 

Sequestration top priority  

Legislative leaders in Wyoming, United States, have decided to make carbon sequestration the 
top-priority interim study for the Joint Judiciary Committee. 

 Associated Press article through Wyoming Tribune-Eagle  
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