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Widespread support for Otway Project 

Industry, environment groups, research organisations and governments have widely hailed the 
CO2CRC Otway Project as a major step forward in Australia’s implementation of low-
emission technologies.  

The Otway Project, which is trialling the long-term geological storage of one of the most 
common greenhouse gases, carbon dioxide, was launched officially on 2 April in south-western 
Victoria by the Federal Minister for Resources and Energy, Martin Ferguson, and the Victorian 
Minister for Energy and Resources, Peter Batchelor. 

Mr Batchelor praised the collaborative efforts of the project saying it was wonderful to see 
such a diverse range of sectors working in collaboration to address climate change. 

Mr Ferguson praised CO2CRC for developing and implementing Australia’s first carbon 
dioxide demonstration project, saying: “We at the State and Federal level in partnership with 
the private sector think you’ve done a great job.” 

The project has also received support from the environment and union sectors. The World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) welcomed the Otway Project saying there was a need for 
similar ground-breaking initiatives. The president of Australia’s largest and most influential 
mining union, the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU), Tony Maher, 
paid tribute to researchers and industry for their contribution to the development and 
deployment for the low-emission technology being demonstrated through the Otway Project. 

The NSW Government noted the launch was an important milestone for clean coal technology 
and the NSW Minerals Council said the Otway Project would help Australia become a major 
world player in the design and commercialisation of low- emission technologies. 

A variety of events followed the official opening of the Otway Project including a community 
open day and a tour of the facilities by the Administrator of the US Environmental Protection 
Agency, Stephen Johnson, who was visiting the site at part of a fact-finding tour. 
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CO2CRC welcomes CCS taskforce proposal 

In addition to supporting the Otway Project, environment groups have backed a proposal for a 
National Carbon Capture and Storage Taskforce. 


