
  29 March 2011 

Garnaut on the money: R&D is the key 
The Chief Executive of the Cooperative Research Centre for Greenhouse Gas Technologies (CO2CRC) has 
endorsed Professor Ross Garnaut’s recommendations on innovation and low emission technologies. 

“As Professor Garnaut says, much greater investment in low emission R&D is needed to effectively tackle 
climate change, actually saving us money down the track,” said Dr Peter Cook, CO2CRC Chief Executive. 

“If we are going to produce real cuts in greenhouse gas emissions in a cost-effective way then we need new 
and improved low emission technologies and that will need investment on a scale such as that proposed by 
Professor Garnaut.” 

Speaking at a community Open Day at the $50 million CO2CRC Otway Project in Victoria, Australia’s only 
operational carbon dioxide storage project, Dr Cook emphasised that carbon capture and storage (CCS) was 
a key component of the low emission technology portfolio required for mitigation. 

“As the Garnaut Review states, CCS is a technology that can significantly improve the prospects for 
Australian and international mitigation of CO2 emissions,” he said.  

“Practical demonstrations and active R&D, such as that at the Otway site, are essential to accelerating 
technology development. 

“Australia punches above its weight in CCS R&D - the CO2CRC Otway Project is an excellent example - but 
research needs to be supported to a far greater extent than is currently the case if it is to reach its potential. 

The CO2CRC Otway Project is an international scientific facility that has safely stored over 65,000 tonnes of 
CO2 since 2008. As the first and only operational CO2 storage project in Australia, it demonstrates safe, 
verifiable storage to the community while developing improved monitoring and verification techniques. It is 
about to embark on a new phase of research aimed at developing a better understanding of how the CO2 is 
trapped in rocks more than a kilometre below the earth’s surface. 

“Government, industry and community support for ongoing facilities such as the Otway Project will be critical 
to accelerating the uptake of CCS technology,” said Dr Cook. 

More information: Dr Peter Cook, 02 6120 1600, 0419 490 044, pjcook@co2crc.com.au 

Media assistance: Tony Steeper, 02 6120 1611, 0417 697 470, tsteeper@co2crc.com.au 

 
CO2CRC is undertaking Australia’s leading collaborative carbon capture and storage research program.  
The CO2CRC Otway Project is a key part of its work.  
 
CO2CRC collaborates with leading international and national CCS experts to conduct world-class research into carbon capture and 
storage. Organisations participating in CO2CRC research include CSIRO, Geoscience Australia, the Universities of Adelaide, Curtin, 
Melbourne, Monash, NSW, Queensland and Western Australia, Simon Fraser University, GNS Science (NZ), the Alberta Research 
Council of Canada and the US Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.  
Industry and State core partners supporting CO2CRC are Anglo American, ANLEC R&D, BG Group, BHP Billiton, BP Australia, Brown 
Coal Innovation Australia, Chevron, Foundation for Research Science and Technology (NZ), INPEX, KIGAM, NSW Industry & 
Investment, QER, QLD Department of Mines and Energy, Rio Tinto, Sasol, Schlumberger, Shell, Solid Energy, Stanwell, Total, the 
Victorian Department of Primary Industries, WA Department of Mines and Petroleum and Xstrata. 

 

WWW.CO2CRC.COM.AU 

mailto:pjcook@co2crc.com.au
mailto:tsteeper@co2crc.com.au

	Garnaut on the money: R&D is the key

